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As we begin 2022, we at Life’s WORC are so thankful for the support we 
have received from families, staff, and friends as we continue to face ongoing 
pandemic challenges. Over the last several months we worked together to 
ensure continuous high-quality care for the people we support. While we 
unfortunately find ourselves still amidst the nationwide workforce crisis, the 
New Year brings with it a number of changes and reasons to be optimistic for 
the future.

In spite of the challenges, we have had many accomplishments to celebrate 
during 2021. Over the past year we opened two new residences for young 
adults with autism, and we were able to reopen our Day Programs, bringing 

greater offerings to the people we support and more staff back to work. We also expanded our Vocational 
Training and Supported Employment programs and have exciting new initiatives on the horizon to 
complement these efforts. The FCA also reinstated its school-recess camps and has introduced new 
classes for all ages and interests. 

We are looking forward to working with new leadership, including Governor Kathy Hochul, NYC Mayor Eric 
Adams and OPWDD Acting Commissioner Kerri Neifeld. Recent developments from Governor Hochul’s 
State of the State briefing and proposed budget give us many reasons to believe that positive changes are 
ahead for the I/DD community – especially with regard to the workforce crisis. With these changes we will 
be even better equipped to ensure that there are no gaps in our ability to provide proper, quality care to the 
over 1,500 people we support.
 
We are looking forward to the “Celebrate 50” Gala on April 1, which will be a wonderful time to reflect upon 
not only our accomplishments over the last 50 years, but to plan and build for the next 50 years. We are 
grateful to honorees Victoria Schneps-Yunis and Geraldo Rivera for their arduous work raising funds in 
conjunction with the Gala, and for their unwavering support over the years. We will continue the celebration 
at the 34th Annual Geraldo Rivera Golf Classic which will follow in May.

It’s a new year and that brings with it several new beginnings for Life’s WORC and the people we support, 
including some even bigger things to come despite the hurdles we face. Our focus remains centered on 
the needs of the people in our homes and programs – now and well into the future. We look forward to 
sharing more in the months ahead, and as always are grateful for your generosity and continued dedication 
to the organization.

Sincerely,

A Message from Life’s WORC CEO

www.LifesWORC.org
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Day Habilitation: Islandia Ribbon Cutting
State Senator Alexis Weik joined Life’s WORC Board 
Members, staff and program participants on Friday, 
September 17, 2021, in Islandia to celebrate the ribbon 
cutting of our new Day Habilitation facility. They were joined 
by special guests Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone, 
and Life’s WORC Founder Victoria Schneps-Yunis.

In addition to the ribbon cutting, there was another cause 
for celebration. Steve Bellone presented Victoria Schneps-
Yunis with a proclamation honoring her commitment to the 
community, the 50th Anniversary of the organization she 
founded, and her dedication to making a difference in the 
lives of others – officially declaring September 17 as Victoria 
Schneps-Yunis Day in Suffolk County! We look forward to 
continuing Victoria’s vision.

On Saturday, October 23, 2021, then Brooklyn 
Borough President and Mayoral Candidate Eric 
Adams spent his morning at the Rivera House in Little 
Neck, Queens.

Joined by Life’s WORC Founder Victoria Schneps- 
Yunis, CEO Janet Koch and Board Chair Lynne 
Koufakis, Adams was given a tour and sat down 
to meet with the residents, some of them former 
Willowbrook residents who were among the first 
to live in a Life’s WORC home after the institution 
was shut down. Mr. Adams listened intently to the 
stories and challenges that both the Life’s WORC 
representatives and the people living in the home 
shared about Willowbrook and their life since in the 
Rivera house.

Janet Koch and other industry leaders provided Mr. Adams with a more complete understanding of Life’s WORC’s 
offerings as well as the challenges it now faces, particularly relating to workforce shortages. The group joined 
together in sharing their concerns with the new Mayor of New York City. He immediately offered assistance, and 
intends to create an advisory committee to help address some of these challenges at the city level.

We would like to thank Eric Adams for taking the time to learn more about Life’s WORC and the people we support, 
and for the initiatives he is taking to help us ensure we can continue to meet our mission moving forward.

A Visit from Eric Adams

Life’s WORC News
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People of Life’s WORC

Wager Daise joined Life’s WORC during 2020 at the Wantagh Residence and quickly built meaningful 
and reciprocal relationships with each resident. In August of 2021, Wager relocated for family reasons 
and sadly had to part with the connections he made. In December 2021, Wager came back to New 
York and returned to the Wantagh site. The Management team at the Wantagh residence describe 
Wager as a reliable, patient, and friendly employee. The residents at the site are so excited when he 
arrives on shift, “The relationships Wager has built with each person he supports here is purposeful 
and substantial”, says Fallon Mendez, Residence Manager. Wager has shared many memories with 
us all based upon moments that he was able to put a smile on the faces of the people he supports. 
Welcome back Wager and thank you for all you do.

A Warm “Welcome Back” to Wager Daise

Jenny Antony 
Chief Financial Officer

Richard Bambach  
IT Manager

Jorge Costa 
Assistant Director of 

Maintenance

Samantha Mateo
Trust Senior Manager 

Tina Moreno  
Director of Development

Jennifer Navaro
Trust Account Manager

 
Danielle Wellington

Assistant Director 
of Admissions 

Jennifer Velasquez 
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Events Coordinator

Dean Campbell 
Day Habilitation Supervisor

Grace Chiang 
Assistant Director 
of Day Habilitation

Ria Galang   
Director Behavior Analytic 

Services 

Tarsheen Garlin   
Director of Community 

Habilitation

Adi Zych Paplardo
BCBA Supervisor

 Theresa Taylor 
Program Leader - 

Family Support Services 

Denise Wright 
Day Habilitation Supervisor

 

Tiffany Carter 
Residence Manager

Frida Colas Desir  
Residence Manager

Contessa Dunlap  
Assistant Residence Manager 

Amanda Greaves  
Director of Residential Services

 
Rishard Hill

Director of Residential Services  

Virginia King 
Residence Manager
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Residence Manager

 
Maya Snatih 
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Congratulations on well-deserved promotions!
ADMINISTRATIONCOMMUNITY SERVICES RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
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People of Life’s WORC

DSP Appreciation Month
Direct Support Professionals Appreciation Week officially took place September 12-18, but at 
Life’s WORC we have so many amazing DSPs that we celebrated them for an entire month. 

To read more about our dedicated staff members, visit our website: 
LifesWORC.org/DSPsHaveHeart
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Life’s WORC News

Staff and their families enjoyed Family Day on Friday, August 13, 2021, at The 
Bronx Zoo. Despite the hot and steamy weather, the day was a huge success, 
with more than 700 people attending. Staff members who were working in 
their programs that day had the opportunity to come Saturday instead, totaling 
another 225 people. Staff and their guests were able to enjoy all of the exhibits, 
take a ride on the monorail or trolley, and visit with the animals. Peacocks and 
flamingos greeted guests as they came in, and the gorillas were a big hit.

Family Day at the Bronx Zoo

In October we celebrated Halloween a little early with 
a fun Trunk or Treat event at the Main Office. Staff 
decorated their cars and Life’s WORC residents and 
program participants came to trick-or-treat. It was a 
great day! 

Trunk or Treat Event

In honor of our 50th Anniversary, Life’s WORC hosted a number of celebrations 
for our staff and the people we support throughout the year. 
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Life’s WORC News

Compliance Updates 
As we ended another year still facing the challenges of a global pandemic, 
including one of the worst staffing crises that our field has ever seen, it’s important 
to recognize that our teams remain committed to Life’s WORC’s core values 
despite these challenges. 

The New York State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) 
conducts thorough and detailed Program Audits at certified Residential and Day 
programs on an annual basis. In 2021, there were 27 programs that received No 
Deficiencies on the Program Audits from OPWDD. During the early part of 2022, 
there were 7 audits that had received No Deficiencies designations as well. 

Congratulations to the teams at each of these programs for this accomplishment. 
Thank you for your commitment to providing high-quality services to the people 
we support. 

High School Transition Fair
Our Admissions Department recently participated 
in a Transition Fair at John F. Kennedy Jr. High 
School in Elmhurst, Queens. While there, Assistant 
Director Danielle Wellington and Admissions 
Coordinator Karen Reedy met with students 
and their families who will be transitioning out of 
school in the coming years and provided them 
with information about our community programs 
such as Community Habilitation, Supportive 
Employment, Day Habilitation and other programs 
that promote independence and inclusion in their communities. The event 
was a success and Life’s WORC looks forward to continuing our outreach 
in the spring!
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Community Services
My Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade Balloon Handler Dream
by Michael Gass

Michael is a participant in Life’s WORC’s Community Habilitation program. 
Thank you, Michael, for sharing your exciting story with us.
(Michael is pictured on the right)

My name is Michael Gass, I am currently 19 years old, and I have autism. When I was four years old, my father’s office held a Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade viewing party for the staff and their families, since the parade passed right by their office windows. When I got 
there, I was glued to the window, amazed by the giant character balloons, colorful floats, marching bands, and clowns passing by. At first, 
I had no idea what this spectacular event was, just that it took place on Thanksgiving. I soon found out that it was the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, and I knew that I wanted to be a part of it one day. Since then, I have looked forward to Thanksgiving and the parade every year, 
hoping that once I was old enough, I would be able to volunteer as a balloon handler.

After watching it live from the sidewalk almost every year since, fast-forward 
fifteen years, and I was finally able to experience what it was like to be in the 
parade, as I was a balloon handler in the 95th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade (2021). When I would go to the balloon inflation events on the night 
before each parade, I was always told that I had to be an employee of Macy’s 
or be sponsored by an employee in order to participate. This made me feel sad 
and deflated (pun intended) because I was too young to work at Macy’s but still 
wanted to be in the parade. The parade makes me feel happy and I always look 
forward to seeing what new balloons and floats Macy’s unveils each year. My 
family, friends, and teachers all know how much I enjoy talking about the parade, 
and it was my goal to one day work for Macy’s so that I can participate in the 
parade. However, this changed when my older brother Brian made a connection 
at Macy’s earlier this year.

Brian ultimately connected with Will Coss, Vice President and Executive Producer of Macy’s Branded Entertainment, and shared my passion 
for the parade, as well as my dream to one day participate in the parade with him. I was shocked and amazed that he was more than happy to 
sponsor us for the parade and put us in touch with the rest of the parade team. To get ready for the big day, we attended balloon field training 
at Citi Field on October 3rd in order to get some practice handling some balloons and find out what it takes to be a good balloon handler. I 
was blown away and had a great time! I was able to meet Will in person and thank him for the amazing opportunity!

As we got closer to Parade day, we received our entry passes and costumes, and found out that we had been assigned to the SpongeBob 
SquarePants balloon, one of my all-time favorite balloon characters. I was overjoyed, and before I knew it, Thanksgiving was here. Brian and I 
arrived at our report location early and we had full access to all the balloons. While checking out all the balloons, I spotted Will and once again 
thanked him for making my dream come true! We then headed back to SpongeBob, our assigned balloon, and the parade kicked off! I was 
ecstatic as my dream had come true. I had such an amazing time, and I cannot wait to volunteer again next year. Remember, do not give up 
on your dreams because you never know when they might come true.
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Life’s WORC News

AAA Garden City Proves a 
Great Neighbor to Life’s WORC
Life’s WORC has a great neighbor in AAA Garden City, which 
offers a range of services to its members, including automotive, 
travel discounts, auto and home insurance protection, car repair 
savings and identity theft monitoring. With its office just across 
the parking lot from Life’s WORC, AAA Garden City has been 
supportive of our organization, lending its parking area for on-
site events, and most recently providing financial support with a 
generous donation of $2,000. Thank you AAA Garden City for 
helping support our mission.

This past December, Stephanie Goldberg, Sr. Vice President of 
HUB International Northeast, presented the idea of collecting 
holiday gifts for Life’s WORC to the HUB team, who promptly 
approved the charitable activity. Together, they collected over 

$1,300 to purchase art supplies and snacks to put together more than 100 
gifts. Stephanie drove over two and a half hours from her office in Philidelphia 
to ensure the timely delivery of these beautifully wrapped gifts. HUB, which is 
Life’s WORC’s insurance provider, has been one of the organization’s most 
generous supporters for many years.

HUB Spreads Holiday Cheer

Investors Foundation Invests in the FCA
Recently the Family Center for Autism was the recipient of a $12,500 grant from Investors Foundation, to be used 
to benefit its Scholarship Program. Through this program, families who demonstrate financial need are offered 
scholarships so they can give their loved ones with autism access to the FCA’s therapeutic, educational, social, 
recreational, and vocational programs.

“Each year, the FCA raises money through fundraising campaigns to 
help support its scholarship program,” says Janet Koch, CEO. “Given 
the growing number of children and adults with autism, the need for 
scholarships has grown, outpacing the funds traditionally raised through 
internal efforts. This generous grant from the Investors Foundation 
comes at a critical time and will be extremely helpful in enabling us to 
fulfill our mission in supporting people with autism.”

Investors Bank created the Investors Foundation in 2005 to support the 
communities they serve. Life’s WORC and the FCA are honored and 
grateful to be supported by the Foundation with this grant.



Holiday Celebrations

On December 16, 2021, Life’s WORC kept the holiday spirit alive by hosting a “Cheers to 50 Years” virtual holiday 
party. All of the residences and day habilitation programs were invited to participate via Zoom, along with the Main 
Office staff. 

Fun was had by all as they participated in trivia games, dancing and chances 
for the people supported and Direct Support Professionals to win raffle prizes. 
Contests were held and winners announced for the best crafted gingerbread 
house and for the most creatively decorated office or cubicle. The party took a 
break midway to allow participants to enjoy a special holiday luncheon.  

Raffle prizes varied from gift 
cards to headphones, and 
tablets to a very large-screen 
TV. Special thanks to the Levine 
and Renard-Trevor families for 
designating the proceeds of their 
fall shopping fundraiser, “Let’s 
Shop!” to the purchase of items 
for raffle prizes. Additional thanks to the Aghassi, Buccellato, Fecht, 
Gerdes, Gillece, Haley, Havens, Koufakis, Phillips and Zauderer 
families for their generous donations of raffle items.
 

All of the festivities were made possible through the hard work, planning and organization of the Life’s WORC 
Events Committee and staff. In addition, a special shout out to our Assistant Executive Director of Residential 
Services, John Pfeifer, for acting as master of ceremonies, performing surprise drop-ins and especially for wearing 
a festive holiday suit!!

Family Advocacy- Cheers to 50 Years Holiday Party 

If any LW family member would like to participate with the Family Advocacy Committee in these 
events or to help advocate for your loved ones, please contact:

Robin Havens - Life’s WORC Family Advocacy Committee at advocacy@lifesworc.org.

www.LifesWORC.org
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Holiday Celebrations

The Family Center for Autism held its Holiday Party 
on Saturday, December 18th at the Nassau County 
Bar Association facility in Mineola. Guests were 
treated to a wonderful evening of fun, festivities, 
great food and music thanks to members of the local 
community that showed their support and holiday 
spirit. Among those to be thanked are: Esquire 
Caterers; Cardinali Bakery, which not only provided cookies for the party but its owner, Agostino (“Auggie”) Mauro 
played Santa; Greg Bavaro of Garden City Pizza, which donated a variety of dishes for the party; Koffi Singleton, 
who provided gifts for the guests; Life’s WORC’s Board Members, Ron Aghassi, Ed O’Donnell, and Dawn Del 
Mastro Chruma along with her children, Dylan and Alex.  

“The Family Center for Autism holiday party was a huge success in no small part due to the support and 
generosity of some of our favorite local businesses. Despite this busy time of year and the challenges they have 
experienced due to the pandemic, they stepped up for us and showed the true spirit of the holiday season. We 
are very thankful to them as well as our board members and volunteers who contributed to making our party a 
joyous and festive experience,” said Astrido St. Surin, Director of the Family Center for Autism.

Virtual Classes Now Open
We are delighted to announce the 
FCA is now offering weekday virtual classes:

Minecraft
Young Adult Bingo / Karaoke
Yoga
Tai Chi Meditation & Relaxation Class
Adult Aerobics
Children’s Dinner Club... & More

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER CONTACT: 
Lonnell Harrington at (516) 355-9400 ext.9360 or email: lharrington@fcautism.org
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Life’s WORC News

We are thrilled to announce that five Life’s WORC program participants have been 
selected by Agora Gallery and Spirit of Huntington to represent the agency in “ArtABILITY: 

an Inclusive Exhibition Celebrating Artists with Special 
Needs.” The exhibition was on display in January at 
the world-famous Agora Gallery, located in the heart of 
Chelsea’s Arts District. Congratulations Michelle (with 
two pieces selected), Nicholas, Samantha, Michael 
and Sean!

Congratulations to Our Artists

Community Spotlight

The Eyes of Autism
The exhibit “The Eyes of Autism: Paintings by Alec Leto,” featured the 
work of Alec Leto, a prolific and talented visual artist who also has autism. 
His art, which was on display October 23 – October 24, 2021 at the Port 
Washington School of Painting, reflects his unique creativity, technique 
and skilled use of color. Alec has benefitted from the services of Life’s 
WORC and its Family Center for Autism, and for that reason he selected 
the organization to receive some of the proceeds from the sales of his 
paintings in “The Eyes of Autism” collection. As a result of this exhibit, 
Alec donated a much appreciated $750 to Life’s WORC.

Samantha

MichelleNicholasMichaelMichelleSean

On October 2, 2021, Life’s WORC employees and team Captain Maria 
Manato, from our finance department, and Co-Captain Jeffrey Perez, Director 
of Quality Management, participated in Bike to the Beach, New York Ride for 
Autism & Disabilities. This bike ride from Manhattan to Long Island included 
over 400 riders who rode one of three routes: 100 miles Manhattan to Smith 
Point, 50 miles Wantagh to Smith Point or 25 miles Blue Point to Smith Point. 
The event raised money for area organizations that offer services and support 
to people with autism and other disabilities, including Life’s WORC.

In addition, Life’s WORC Director of Development Tina Moreno and volunteers 
co-hosted a rest stop along the route, with food generously provided by Felico’s Catering.

Congratulations Maria, Jeffrey and Team Life’s WORC, and thank you to everyone who supported this 
incredible event.

Bike to the Beach

For more information about participating in this year’s Bike to the Beach  
contact: development@lifesworc.org or at 516.741.9000 ext 5110
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In December 2021, Life’s WORC CFO Jenny Antony was honored as one of 
Long Island Business News’ “40 Under 40.” This annual award recognizes 
Long Island’s most promising business people age 40 or under, working 
toward success and improving the Long Island 
business community.

“Jenny’s dedication and enthusiasm for Life’s WORC and our mission, along with her professional experience and 
qualifications, made her not just the perfect person to take on the CFO role here, but clearly demonstrate why 
she was selected for the ‘40 Under 40’ recognition,” said Ron Aghassi, Life’s WORC Board Treasurer. “She is a 
pleasure to work with and extremely deserving of this honor,” added Janet Koch, CEO.

Jenny joined Life’s WORC in 2018 as Senior Director of Finance, and was later 
chosen to become its Chief Financial Officer in 2021. She has over 15 years’ 
experience, with 10 years in public accounting, as well as expertise in audit and 
consulting services for nonprofit organizations, rate reimbursement and cost 
allocation methodologies.

In addition to her time spent at Life’s WORC, Jenny is committed to continuing ed-
ucation, attends and participates in provider association finance committees, while 
obtaining CPE credits and maintaining her CPA licensure.

Congratulations Jenny!

40 Under 40

Women of Distinction Award
Last fall, Life’s WORC CEO Janet Koch was recognized as one of Nassau County’s Women 
of Distinction. The inaugural award program, presented by Blank Slate Media, celebrated 
women who are leaders in their fields, ranging from business to not-for-profit, health and 
human services throughout the county.

These noteworthy women were honored in a networking and awards event held on 
November 9, 2021, at Leonard’s Palazzo of Great Neck. The event featured honoree 
and keynote speaker Madeline Singas, Associate Judge on New York State Court of 
Appeals, host Antoinette Biordi of News 12 Long Island, and a collection of accomplished 
professionals working in Nassau County. 

“We know that strong female leaders are possible, as evidenced by all of those being 
recognized, but making it probable is the hard part,” said Lynne Koufakis, Life’s WORC 
Board Chair. “We must work together to use our success to help other women now, and in the future.” 

Janet was honored for her dedication to Life’s WORC and its mission, and her strong leadership, which has led 
the agency’s success, especially through the pandemic. She has built strong relationships within the community 
that help extend the agency’s reach, and seeks to empower others – especially women – to pursue the same 
type of success.

Congratulations Janet, and to her fellow honorees, for this special honor.
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Self Advocacy

Election Time

Supported Employment 5 Year Award
Stephanie Chechile recently received a 5 Year Award from Cona Elder Law, 
PLLC in recognition of her dedication to her job. She is pictured with (L-R) 
Partner Ken Kern, Legal Assistant Marilyn Perez and Executive Director and 
COO Julie Wyetzner.

“Stephanie joined our firm through Life’s WORC and brings 
so much to our team,” said Founder and Managing Partner 
Jennifer Cona, PLLC.

“There’s an added benefit of having Stephanie here – she has 
an infectious smile and reminds us all that it doesn’t take that 
much to be kind to each other.”

5 YEAR

The Life’s WORC Self-Advocacy group is comprised of 16 people who take great pride in advocating for the rights 
of people with disabilities. They stand true to their mission statement, “Advocating for ourselves and others so that 
EVERYBODY has a voice!” The group holds regular meetings and participates in agency, community and statewide 
events to help promote their mission.

In December 2021, Self Advocates gathered to celebrate the holidays and 
campaign for the upcoming 2022 group officer elections. 

Krista, who lives in our Drakeford residence, is excited to run for Treasurer this 
go around. She is very enthusiastic about fundraising and wants to assist the 
Advisors in managing the budget for the group.  

Andrew, who resides at our Duke Street home, is running for Secretary. He gave 
a great speech and lives by his personal motto, “We are ALL shining stars!”

Anthony, another Duke Street resident, is excited to be running for Vice 
President. He captivated the group with his speech expressing just how important it is to be 
present and be the voice for those who cannot advocate for themselves.  

Christopher, from our Wantagh home, is also running for Vice President. He has been an 
active member of the committee since its inception and truly works hard to be the voice of 
others who need help.  

Our current President Camille, who resides at our St. Albans home, intends on running for 
reelection, along with Seth, current Speaker of the House.

The 2022 elections will take place as soon as it’s safe to gather in-person again with proper COVID precautions. 
Best of luck to all, and special thanks to Amanda Schmidt and Jennifer Velasquez who continue to be a tremendous 
support to the Self Advocacy Group meetings. We are all looking forward to another great year of Advocacy!  
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Maintenance Associate — Robert
If you have ever visited our Main Office, you have probably met Robert, and he 
probably made you smile. Robert joined the Life’s WORC team in 2003 and is a 
critical member of the staff in his role as Maintenance Associate. “I stock supplies in 
the kitchen, and I collect the shredding bins and I take stock of the cleaning supplies,” 
Robert explained. “I talk to everyone because I love everyone.”

Robert first connected with Life’s WORC as a teen, receiving services and attending 
one of the agency’s Day Habilitation programs before joining the staff. “I started at 
Lake Success [Day Hab] as a volunteer,” he said. “I cleaned the bathroom and helped making copies. They gave 
me a stipend and taught me how to do better at my job.” Since then, Robert has worked in varying facilities and 
maintenance roles, all of which he takes very seriously. 

“Robert is a great example of the Life’s WORC spirit and mission,” said Janet Koch, CEO. “He is a wonderful 
success story for our supported employment program, but his positivity and enthusiasm are what make him an 
asset to the office.”
                                                                     Thank you, Robert, for representing Life’s WORC’s values so well.

People of Life’s WORC

Dear Judeen and Staff,
When I heard Tuesday morning that my sister Marjorie had taken ill and then saw some very troubling test results from the 
hospital, I came to face the possibility of Marjorie not surviving whatever was causing her to be ill. I went through a bit of a 
grieving process, feeling pain I had not really experienced before in regard to Marjorie. 
 
Not knowing what was wrong, I also started debating whether I should fly there. In addition to the COVID risks and the 
realization that I probably could not get in to see her, I also knew that the people she most wanted to have at her bedside were 
the people who care for her every day. (Once we found out, from MyChart, that it was a giant kidney stone, I relaxed a bit and 
put off plans for flying there on short notice).
 
When I visit, I see how she looks at each of you and how she responds to your voices. Sad to say, she knows me only as an 
occasional visiter (if she remembers me at all from visit to visit).
 
As Tuesday became Wednesday, which then became Thursday, Judeen kept me informed about who was there with her, at her 
bedside after that first horrible day. I’m so grateful to Annette for making friends with a nurse who let you be at Marjorie’s 
bedside and for all of you who took shifts at the hospital, risking your own health for Marjorie. As I told the few doctors and 
nurses I was able to speak to, the staff of Marjorie’s home are the only people who know if she is uncomfortable. They must be at 
her bedside.
 
As you all must know, when my mother moved from Great Neck (15 minutes from Marjorie) to Columbus, Ohio to spend her final 
years with me and my family, we discussed relocating Marjorie - for about 2 minutes. “She’s happy, she’s well cared for, she’s 
loved where she is. How can we possibly replicate that situation in Columbus?” Hence, the decision to leave her at 11 Walker 
Place instead of taking her with us. 

Our decision was all because of this incredible staff, especially those of you who have stayed there year after year, doing an 
impossibly difficult job of caring for Marjorie and other severely disabled adults who can’t care for themselves, and doing it with 
love. You are all very special people for doing the work of angels. If our country paid people based on the value of your work - the 
difficulty and service to humanity - you’d each be paid a million bucks.

Thank you all - Cathy  

A Note of Gratitude for the Staff at Antonioli Residence
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Life’s WORC Launches Planned Giving Program 
This year we are pleased to announce the launch of our Planned Giving Program, which offers our supporters 
an opportunity to create a lasting legacy that benefits Life’s WORC and those it serves, while also providing 
significant financial benefits to the donor.

“Our donors are vital to our ability to fulfill our mission,” said Janet 
Koch, CEO. “This new program gives them another opportunity 
to help those we serve and address their financial goals.” The 
program complements our existing Trust and Financial Services.

The Life’s WORC Planned Giving Program offers donors various 
options, including gifts that use appreciated assets as a substitute 
for cash, gifts that return income or other financial benefits to the 
donor in return for his/her contribution, and gifts payable upon the 
donor’s passing through his/her estate planning.

“When I made the decision to place my son, Jacob, in a Life’s 
WORC home, I felt like a great fear was released,” said Life’s 
WORC Board Member Ron Aghassi, whose 20-year-old son with 
autism lives in a Life’s WORC home. “As a single parent, even 
though I am not old and am in good health, I always worried what 
would happen to Jacob if something happened to me. Thanks to 
Life’s WORC, I no longer have that fear.”

“When I made the decision to make a planned gift to Life’s WORC, I consulted with my financial advisor and 
together we chose the planned giving option that worked best for me,” Ron explained. “It doesn’t matter what 
planned giving vehicle you choose to gift. It only matters that you invest in the future of this great agency that is 
ensuring the future of my son and the more than 1,500 people like him supported by Life’s WORC.”

To learn more, contact us today: 516.741.9000 ext 2010
plannedgiving@lifesworc.org

“Our donors are vital to our ability to fulfill our mission.”
Janet Koch, CEO.

Life’s WORC Planned Giving



Life’s WORC Trust Services

www.LifesWORC.org

To learn more, contact us today: 516-34-TRUST (348-7878)
trustservices@lifesworc.org | www.lifesworctrust.org

Build A Secure Future For Your Loved Ones
Life’s WORC Trust Services offers support to people living in our homes and 
attending our programs, as well as seniors and others with disabilities living in our 
community – particularly those who need to qualify for benefits such as Medicaid. 
The trust program allows people to place their income or assets 
into a trust account so that they remain eligible for their much-needed 
government benefits.

Established in 2006 and later expanded in 2011, Life’s WORC Trust Services 
offers Self-Settled and Third Party Pooled Trusts, designed to protect social 
security payments and lump sum assets, as well as Surplus Income Pooled 
Trusts to ensure that those whose income exceeds the current requirements 
remain eligible for Medicaid. Since its beginning, with just a few small accounts, 
the program has grown to over 350 accounts with a total value of approximately 
$9.2 million. 

One of the biggest benefits for those who participate in the trust program is the ability for family members to 
secure the financial future of their loved ones by creating a trust that is managed by Life’s WORC in partnership 
with KeyBank sharing fiduciary responsibilities. By designating the professionals at Life’s WORC Trust Services led 
by Paulette Elbers, Trust Administrator to oversee and manage funds, families can be confident that the financial 
needs of their loved ones will be supported long after they themselves are gone.

Additionally, a Life’s WORC Pooled Trust can benefit people with disabilities even if they do not have a trust with 
us themselves. Pooled Trust Remainder funds - accumulated assets that remain in pooled self-settled accounts 
after a beneficiary passes away - are available to be used to help others with such needs as wheelchairs, dental 
work or therapists not covered by insurance. Life’s WORC has also utilized remainder trust funds to provide 
scholarships for young people with autism to participate in cooking classes, sensory therapy and music lessons - 
all programs offered at the Family Center for Autism.

Since its inception, Life’s WORC Trust Services has supported hundreds of people across New York State and 
continues to expand in alignment with our mission to ensure that people with special needs have access to 
supports and services that facilitate an independent and fulfilling life for as long as they live.

Paulette Elbers, Trust Administrator



Please scan the QR code for more information and donation opportunities.

Join Us In Commemorating 50 Years Of Supporting People With Special Needs

Trailblazing Journalist

Geraldo Rivera

FOX News

Life’s WORC Founder

Victoria Schneps-Yunis

President and Co-Publisher

Schneps Media

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2022
6:30 – 10:30pm

The Garden City Hotel

Support Life’s WORC

Monday Night Party
For the 11th consecutive year, Debbie and Joel Levine hosted the 
Monday Night Party with the New York Jets and New York Giants to 
benefit Life’s WORC, The Family Center For Autism, and Ellie’s Army. 

This was the second year that the event needed to be held virtually, but 
still with great success.

Along with the efforts of our cohosts New York Jet Quinnen Williams and 
New York Giant Jonotthan Harrison 
and the generosity of all of the donors, 
the Levines were able to surpass last 
year’s total. This was done through 
donations, the sale of raffle tickets to 
win prizes such as court-side seats to 
watch the Brooklyn Nets, and the sale 
of silent auction items which featured 
game used jerseys of NFL stars Tom 
Brady and Aaron Donald.  

The Levines look forward to next year 
and hopefully having the event live and 
in person.

www.LifesWORC.org



www.LifesWORC.org

Support Life’s WORC

There are many ways to support Life’s WORC, including the use of social media, 
third-party events, Amazon Smile, and much more!

Visit the Support Us page at www.LifesWORC.org to learn more. 
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