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Message from the CEO

www.LifesWORC.org

As 2022 starts to wind down, it is amazing to look back on all that has happened 
in the past year. From the lingering concerns about the COVID-19 pandemic, to the 
incredible 50th Anniversary celebrations, we have certainly had our share of ups 
and downs, but through it all, the dedication of our staff and supporters has made 
it possible for Life’s WORC to continue its mission to provide quality services to the 
people we support, keeping them safe, happy and healthy. 

One of the biggest challenges we faced this year – and continue to face – is the 
staffing crisis. While we are not alone in our struggle to hire new employees, the 
implications of being short staffed are very significant when it comes to ensuring 
that there are no interruptions in the care for the people we support. As an agency 
we have been tackling this challenge by engaging new opportunities and outside 
organizations to assist in our recruitment efforts, broadened our reach on social 
media and web-based platforms, added multiple walk-in hiring events in NYC, 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties, and offered significant sign-on and referral bonuses for staff.  

 Adding to the stress of the staffing crisis is the rising cost for everything from housing to food supplies 
caused by the current rate of inflation. With 45 supportive homes already in operation and another five in 
development, we feel the effects of higher prices in all areas. However we are always working with partners, 
vendors and supporters to research and negotiate the best possible prices for all goods and services, and 
in doing so are working to minimize the impacts across the organization. 
 
Of course we also have a number of exciting, new opportunities before us as well. We are looking forward 
to the opening of the WORC Force Community Center in 2023, which will offer people with varying abilities 
employment training programs and recreational services. The center will build upon the supports and 
services already offered by Life’s WORC and extend our reach further into the community, engaging new 
partners along the way. 

We are also working on some additional programs through both Life’s WORC and the FCA that will 
introduce additional revenue streams for the organization. In addition to our mission to ensure fulfilled lives 
for the people we support, it is also our mission to be at the forefront in the field with new ideas, offerings 
and innovations.  

We are looking forward to the new year ahead, and the changes and challenges it will bring.  We are 
confident that we will be able to embrace the changes and meet the challenges head on. I am excited to 
see the what the future holds for Life’s WORC. 



Message from Board Chair Lynne Koufakis

As you are aware, in 2023 the Life’s WORC family of services will be 
expanding to include the new WORC Force Community Center, a 
24,000-square-foot facility that will features a multi-purpose center, 
vocational programs and community events for people of all ages and 
abilities.  

With multiple training centers within, focused on everything from retail 
space to automotive detailing, office facilities to foodservice, WORC Force 
will provide an opportunity for people to learn or enhance the skills needed 
to secure a job in the community. This nurturing environment will make it 
possible for people with a variety of disabilities to prepare for the new and 
exciting challenge of obtaining and holding a job – bringing them a true 
sense of purpose and self-worth. While we realize it may not be possible 
for each and every participant to go on to secure a job in the community, 
they will still benefit from the program’s skills training and socialization 
opportunities.  
 
In addition, the gymnasium/auditorium, meeting rooms and dining room will be available for community 
use for meetings, conferences and events, truly connecting WORC Force to businesses and 
organizations in the area and building a network of partners. We look forward to opening our doors to 
neighbors and new friends. 
 
This September we hosted the inaugural Walk for WORC Force at Eisenhower Park, which was a huge 
success in raising funds and awareness for the new program. Thank you to Vice Chair Vanessa Rogan as 
well as the members of the board and staff who helped make this event possible. It was a great day and 
wonderful to have everyone together to celebrate WORC Force. 
 
If you would like to get involved, we are always looking for sponsors, volunteers and community and 
business partners. Visit WORCForceCenter.org or contact Pamela Curtiss at PCurtiss@lifesworc.org for 
more information. 

 

www.LifesWORC.org
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Earlier this year, Michael K. Billia, joined the agency as the Chief Administrative Officer. 
Prior to his role at Life’s WORC, Michael was Senior Vice President and District 
Manager for Investors Bank, where he was responsible for the branch network on 
Long Island. His 38 years of experience building out and managing bank branches and 
employees across the region are an asset to the Life’s WORC team as we continue to 
grow and expand our services and staff.  

Michael has been very active in the special needs and nonprofit communities during his 
career and is a current board member for the Michael Magro Foundation, and a past 
board member for Options for Community Living, Girls Inc. APEC and Queens Chamber. 
We are excited to now have him as a part of the Executive Team at Life’s WORC. 

Welcome to the Team Michael!

The Life’s WORC Board of Directors is pleased to welcome its newest member, 
Sylvia E. King-Cohen

A longtime journalist who now works as a publicist, Sylvia worked for Newsday from 
1995 to 2019 in positions ranging from sports editor to Explore LI editor and writer, 
and now works as a publicist for Todd Shapiro Associates and handles publicity for 
Life’s WORC and the Family Center for Autism.

Originally from Oklahoma where she grew up on a ranch with six older siblings, 
Sylvia is a graduate of Oklahoma State University, where she was the first African American woman to be editor 
of her college newspaper, The O’Collegian. She also was the first African American woman to be editor of a major 
daily in Oklahoma, the prize-winning Weatherford Daily News. She worked at newspapers in Dallas, including 
The Dallas Times Herald, then took her skills to Georgia where she was a sports editor at The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution before moving to New York to work for Newsday.

Sylvia credits her diverse background as the reason for her success in journalism --- and in life.
“All the things I’ve done and written about helped to shape who I am today,” she explains. “I’d like to think that 
they help me to be able to step into the shoes of others, to have empathy for what they are going through. In 
addition, it helps me to understand what readers and listeners want to know about.”

In addition to this skill set, Sylvia has a great affection and appreciation for Life’s WORC, partly because one of her 
nephews is on the autism spectrum and this gives her a certain sensitivity that she hopes to bring both to her PR 
efforts for Life’s WORC and the FCA as well as her new role on the Board of Directors.

“To be invited to the board is such an honor,” she says. “I hope that my varied background is an asset to the 
organization and that I can offer a perspective that might have gone unexplored.”

Welcome Sylvia! We are so happy to have you.

Welcome Life’s WORC Newest Board of 
Directors Member, Sylvia E. King-Cohen
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It had been over a decade since the last Life’s WORC walk event, so anticipation was high for the Walk for WORC 
Force on September 18, 2022. It turns out, it was worth the wait! 

Life’s WORC Board of Directors Vice Chair 
Vanessa Rogan was not only instrumental in 
bringing the walk back, but she and her family 
were the event sponsors as well. With help from 
fellow Board Members including Board Chair 
Lynne Koufakis and family; John Murn, who 
supplied over 35 cases of Next Level Water; 
David Feldman and Imperial Cleaning; as well 
as staff support including Family Advocacy 
Committee Chair Robin Havens, Director of 
Development Tina Moreno and Development and 
Events Coordinator Jennifer Velasquez, the event 
was a huge success. 

“WORC Force will be a first-of-its-kind training 
program to open in 2023,” said Vanessa Rogan. “It will be a multi-purpose community center that will offer a range of 
programs for individuals with autism, special needs and developmental disabilities to enhance and develop specific 
skills for the workplace and beyond. Your participation in and support for Walk for WORC Force helps those dreams 
come into closer vision and will help build confidence and find purpose for the individuals we support.” 

The event energy level was high from the very beginning, with music and promotional support provided by radio 
station K-Joy 98.3 as well as Life’s WORC’s very 
own DJ Drew, who helped lead a group exercise 
with some warm-up instruction by Maya Snaith and 
Rishard Hill, from Residential Services. 

The Chaminade football team volunteered to assist 
at the walk, helping with set up, encouraging 
the crowd along the route and distributing lunch 
boxes to the people we support and their families.
In addition, our Day Habilitation program set up 
a booth selling Life’s WORC and WORC Force 
merchandise made by the Cricut Club, offering 
t-shirts, water bottles and more. 
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In addition to refreshments, post-walk festivities included 
games and a bounce house, thanks to help from the 
Family Center for Autism Team including Robert White, 
Chief People & Culture Officer, along with FCA team 
members and assistant director Lonnell Harrington who 
oversaw the various activities. Emilee Samtani, Senior Vice 
President of Human Resources assisted with organizing 
staff and family member volunteers, and the walk marked 
Chief Administrative Officer Michael Billia’s inaugural event 
as a member of the Executive Team, as he pitched right in 
helping with setup. Representatives from all departments 
were on hand to assist in any way possible, and our 
Human Resources team happily spoke with members 
of the community that stopped by to learn more about 
career opportunities at Life’s WORC. 

A Sincere Thank You to Vanessa Rogan and all of our 
Sponsors for making Walk for WORC Force 2022 
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On October 1st the Community Habilitation team hosted 
their very first Fall Fest! Over 30 individuals receiving CH 
services were in attendance, which was a huge turnout! 
After not having any events in-person since 2019, it 
was exciting to have everyone laughing, dancing and 
celebrating together. Fall themed crafts, fun games like 
Bingo, Uno and Jenga were played and a dance party 
topped off the day. So many in attendance wanted the 
party to keep going! Requests from individuals were made 
to have another party the very next weekend! This joyous and fun filled event helped many engage in social skills, 
advocacy and quality time with peers. Many individuals who haven’t seen each other in person in  a long time got 
to reunite with old friends and even make new ones.  Staff in attendance got to meet each other and also reunite 
with individuals they supported in the past. A fun time was had by all!  

At the end of the event, party goer Zoe F. said, “I had so much fun, I made so many new friends!”   

And that’s what it’s all about! The Community Habilitation team will be planning a Winter Wonderland party this 
December. Stay tuned!

Community Habilitation 
Fall Fest 2022

Fall Cover Art Contest Finalists
1-Matthew - New Directions Garden City, 2- Alberto H - Old Bethpage

3-Michael G - Old Bethpage, 4-Abi Zeid - Residential

1

2 3

4
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Day Habilitation 
Our Day Habilitation programs were very busy this summer 
and early fall! Here are just a few of the exciting initiatives they 
participated in: 

• The East Rockaway Rockers performed for the nearby 
Monica Village assisted living senior center, motivating 
everyone to get up and dance. 

• Delivering smiles, the Life’s WORC Day Habilitation 
programs created floral arrangements with flowers donated 
by Trader Joe’s, as well as custom coloring books, and distributed them at local senior centers. 

• Feeding others and fueling happiness, volunteers from our programs assist other organizations such as God’s 
Love meal delivery service, Food Rescue food pantry support, SNAP lunch services, Island Harvest, a grocery-
shopping service for the elderly, Campaign Against Hunger, Hempstead Mobile Food Pantry and more. 

• Read all about it: Participants from our programs 
not only work on their own reading skills in their 
Book Club, but they also volunteer for Book Fairies, 
helping to deliver donated books for redistribution to 
underserved communities.  

• Day Habilitation participants also volunteer for Hair 
We Share, a nonprofit that provides wigs for those 
affected by medical hair loss, helping to sort and 
organize the donated hair. 

We are so proud of our Day Habilitation programs and 
their accomplishments!

• Game-U 

• Elijah Farm 

• Spirit of Huntington 

• Yoga 

• Cricut Club 

• Basketball 

• Minivan maintenance 

• Farm to Table 

• Zumba 

• Karaoke 

• Office Club 

• Travel Training Club 

• Annual Holiday Door Decorating Contest 

• Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest 

• Annual Thanksgiving Centerpiece Contest 

• Annual BBQ 

• Bowling 

• Art Club 

• Cooking Club 

• Wellness Wednesday Club 

• Dog Therapy 

• Holiday Ugly Sweater Contest 

• Once Upon A Dish

There is truly an activity for every interest and 
ability in our programs. Additional opportunities and 

initiatives include: 
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Halloween Dance Party

Hair We Share

To join in on the fun throughout the year please contact:
Lonnell Harrington at (516) 355-9400 ext.9360 or email: lharrington@fcautism.org

On September 15th at the Crest Hollow Country Club Hair We Share 
celebrated the accomplishments of our volunteers from Life’s WORC 
and The Family Center. Hair We Share was formed in 2014 and is 
supported by over 40 years of experience in custom design for wigs 
and hair pieces. They are extremely proud to say that Hair We Share 
is rapidly making a mark in the medical-related hair loss communities, 
improving lives, and restoring the confidence of men, women, and 
children throughout the USA. The evening was full of love and laugh-
ter while embracing these individuals who have completed the task of 
sorting 10,000 ponytails. Congratulations to Life’s WORC volunteers!

Over 50  FCA participants and staff joined us for some spooky fun at the 
Family Center for Autism on Friday, October 28, 2022. We had fun dancing 
the night away, played games enjoyed spooky food and all had a great time!
Thanks to Lonnell Harrington and the FCA team for such a great night. 
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Siller Fundraiser
On September 14, 2022, Life’s WORC supporters Gail and 
David Siller hosted their annual fundraiser in honor of their 
son Danny’s 24th birthday at Sojourn restaurant in New 
York City. 

Danny Siller is a resident in our Elmont Residence, where 
he enjoys his time with his five roommates and incredible 
support staff. 

The proceeds from the birthday festivities were donated to Life’s WORC to assist with 
agency initiatives such as recreational activities for the residences and staff appreciation 
programs and their newest initiative WORC Force, where individuals can build 
confidence and find purpose.

Thank you, Gail and David, for your generosity and support! 

DEIA at Life’s WORC 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Accessibility

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility had been a part of the fabric of Life’s WORC for the past 50 years. 
We have worked to ensure that people supported are treated with dignity, respect, and kindness. Two years ago, 
the agency embarked on a process to create a DEIA Committee to ensure that not only the people supported 
but people employed by Life’s WORC also enjoy a similar experience of dignity, respect, inclusion, and equity 
throughout the organization. We have participated in trainings and presentations, created, and responded to 
surveys, engaged consultants with expertise in diversity training, acknowledged and celebrated cultural events, 
had meaningful conversations, and held committee meetings. In partnership with the Executive Team, and in 
conjunction with the Board of Directors, the DEIA Committee was recently formalized with the establishment of a 
Committee Charter. 

Our next essential step as a committee is to create a diversity statement that is representative of everyone here at 
Life’s WORC. The statement will be inclusive of the values, ideals, and principles we believe in and strive towards 
every day. The input and involvement of people agency-wide is crucial in creating this statement as it will be 

infused as an integral part of our identity. We 
are excited about the future of this committee 
and the impact it will have on organizational 
culture here at Life’s WORC.  

For more information about 
DEIA Committee contact us at 

Inclusion@lifesworc.org



A gloomy and windy morning quickly turned into a bright 
day, making it perfect for biking to the beach! On Saturday, 
September 24th, Life’s WORC once again participated in 
Bike to the Beach’s The NY Ride for Autism and Disabilities. 
Our co-captains, Maria Manato, Payroll Specialist, and 
Jeffrey Perez, Director of Quality Assurance, were joined 
by newcomers Wendy Bernard, Director of Residential 
Services, Giovanni Franzese, Purchasing Manager, and Tony 
Taormina, Board Member, making the Life’s WORC Team a 
total of 13 riders. Maria, Jeffrey, and Tony started at the 50-
mile start line in Wantagh, while Wendy and Giovanni started 
at the 25-mile start line in Blue Point.  

Life’s WORC also hosted a rest stop along the route, where 
Jennifer Velasquez, Development and Events Coordinator, 
and Rachelle Viera, Administrative Assistant for QA, cheered 
on passing riders and provided an assortment of snacks and 
drinks. As the day ended and Team Life’s WORC passed the 
finish line, one by one, we fundraised about $10,000, ranking 
us #15 overall in the country for this event.  

Congratulations Maria, Jeffrey, Wendy, Giovanni, Tony, 
and Team Life’s WORC, and thank you to everyone who 
supported this incredible event. 

Bike to the Beach

For more information about participating in this year’s Bike to the Beach  
contact: development@lifesworc.org or at 516.741.9000 ext 5110

www.LifesWORC.org
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Tailgate for Autism
On Saturday, September 24th, Life’s 
WORC supporters and family Cory 
Levine, Eric Smith and Mitchell Smith 
hosted “Tailgate for Autism” to benefit Life’s WORC 
and the Family Center for Autism. 

Attendees enjoyed a day of college football and open bar at Tailgate Brooklyn, watching games 
on wall-to-wall screens and enjoying both the indoor and outdoor areas of the venue. With roughly 120 people 
coming out to spend time with friends and support the cause, the event raised over $12,400. 

Cory’s brother Jamie is a resident in our St. James home, and his sister Emily has been a participant and received 
services from the Family Center for Autism for many years. Along with his cousins Eric and Mitchell, bringing 
people together to support the organization not only helped raise funds but also helped spread awareness of 
Life’s WORC and its mission among their friends and attendees. 
 
“Since two of us are Michigan alumni and the other is an Ohio State alum, we know our friends love to watch 
college football on Saturdays,” Eric said. “That’s why we wanted to focus our event on something we knew would 
naturally get interest from our friends. And this is just the beginning - we know we can continue to grow Tailgate 
for Autism and make it better each year.” 

We would like to thank Cory, Mitchell and Eric as well as the extended Levine family and friends, including Joel 
and Debbie Levine, Carly Weisenfeld, Kayla Smith, Laura and David Smith and Jessica Gaber for their continued 
support and dedication to Life’s WORC and the Family Center for Autism. It is an honor to see the next generation 
step up to help us continue to make a difference in the lives of people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and autism.

Life’s WORC News

www.LifesWORC.org
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To help show support for our Direct Support Professionals during DSP 
Recognition Week, the Life’s WORC Family Advocacy Committee spearheaded 
a thank you letter campaign for our DSPs.  Over 40 family members and others 
contributed individual heartfelt messages or signed a group card thanking those 
who support their loved ones. The sentiments expressed were beautiful and 
meaningful.   

The goals of the Family Advocacy Committee are to increase communication 
and involvement between family members and Life’s WORC.  We welcome 
your ideas and feedback to enhance the lives of our loved ones and are 
also looking for individuals who want to volunteer at agency events, become 
advocates of local legislative efforts and generally work to enhance involvement 
of families with the agency. 

Thank you to our Direct Support Professionals

Thank you from our families!

DDeeaarr  SSTTAAFFFF  aatt  tthhee  FFCCAA,,

YYoouu  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  ssuucchh  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  mmyy  ssoonn,,  

MMaatttthheeww..    HHee  lloovveess  aatttteennddiinngg  hhiiss  ccllaasssseess  aatt  tthhee  FFCCAA  eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy..    

HHee  hhaass  lleeaarrnneedd  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  hhee  hhaass  ffuunn,,  aanndd  hhaass  mmaaddee  ssttrroonngg  

ffrriieennddsshhiippss  aanndd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss..  

TThhiiss  iiss  aallll  ppoossssiibbllee  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  YYOOUU..    

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  aallll  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuurree  MMaatttthheeww  hhaass  wwoonnddeerrffuull  

SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  tthhee  FFCCAA!!    YYoouurr  jjoobb  iiss  ssoo  iimmppoorrttaanntt..

SSiinncceerreellyy,,

TThhee  MMccCCooyy  FFaammiillyy      

Thank you from our families!
NNoott  aa  ddaayy  ggooeess  bbyy  tthhaatt  II  aamm  nnoott  ggrraatteeffuull  aanndd  bblleesssseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  
aammaazziinngg  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  aarree  !!!!!!!!  MMyy  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  aanndd  ggrraattiittuuddee  ccaann  nnoott  bbee  
mmeeaassuurreedd  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  LLoovvee  tthhaatt  ggooeess  iinnttoo  
ttaakkiinngg  ccaarree  ooff  mmyy  ssoonn,,  SSeeaann..      YYoouu  lloovvee    hhiimm  lliikkee  yyoouurr  oowwnn  aanndd  tthhaatt  
mmeeaannss  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  mmee  aanndd    mmyy  eennttiirree  ffaammiillyy..        TThhee  wwoorrlldd  iiss  aa  bbeetttteerr  
ppllaaccee  bbeeccaauussee  yyoouu  aarree  AALLLL  iinn  iitt..  YYoouu  cchhaannggee  lliivveess  eevveerryyddaayy!!!!!!!!
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  aallwwaayyss  ccaarriinngg  aannddffoorr  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  lloovvee  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt..XXooxxoo
MMiicchheellee  WWiinntteerrss

The committee is open to all family members so please consider joining in our efforts to help advocate for our 
loved ones who cannot advocate for themselves.  

Thank you from our families!

II  ccaann’’tt  tthhaannkk  tthhee  ssttaaffff  aatt  MMaannzzoo  hhoouussee  eennoouugghh  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  ttiirreelleessss  

ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  tthheeyy  pprroovviiddee  ttoo  mmyy  ssoonn,,  JJaakkee,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  

iinnddiivviidduuaallss  tthheeyy  ccaarree  ffoorr..    EEaacchh  ooff  yyoouu  hhaass  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ppllaaccee  iinn  mmyy  hheeaarrtt  

ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  ppaattiieennccee,,  aatttteennttiivveenneessss  aanndd  aaffffeeccttiioonn  tthhaatt  yyoouu  sshhoowweerr  JJaakkee  

wwiitthh..    YYoouu  kkeeeepp  mmee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  ooff  aallll  ooff  hhiiss  ddaayy  ttoo  ddaayy  aannttiiccss  –– ggoooodd  

aanndd  bbaadd-- aanndd  yyoouu  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  MMaannzzoo  hhiiss  hhoommee  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  mmee  ttoo  bbee  

ppaarrtt  ooff  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy!!  TThhaannkk  yyoouu,,  tthhaannkk  yyoouu,,  tthhaannkk  yyoouu!!    

WWiitthh  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ggrraattiittuuddee  aanndd  lloovvee--

RRoobbiinn  HHaavveennss
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Thank you from our families!

AA  bbrriieeff  nnoottee  ooff  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ttoo  aallll  ooff tthhee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  DDiirreecctt  SSuuppppoorrtt  

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss  wwhhoo  hheellpp  ggiivvee  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  gguuiiddaannccee,,  aaffffeeccttiioonn  aanndd,,  wwhheenn  

nneeeeddeedd,,  rreeddiirreeccttiioonn,,  ttoo  HHaarrrryy  aanndd  eevveerryyoonnee  eellssee  hheellppeedd……TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU!!    

YYoouu  aarree  iinnvvaalluuaabbllee  ttoo  LLiiffee’’ss  WWOORRCC,,  aanndd  ttoo  aallll  ffaammiilliieess  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  aa  

lloovveedd  oonnee  wwhhoo  nneeeeddss  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt..  KKnnoowwiinngg  eeaacchh  ooff  yyoouu  aarree  wwoorrkkiinngg  

ttoo  hheellpp  oouurr  lloovveedd  oonneess  lliivvee  ssaaffee,,  hhaappppyy  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiivvee  lliivveess  iiss  aa  

ttrreemmeennddoouuss  hheellpp  aanndd  ccoommffoorrtt  ttoo  uuss  aallll..    HHeellppiinngg  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  nneeeedd  hheellpp  

ttoo  lliivvee  tthheeiirr  lliivveess  wwiitthh  ddiiggnniittyy  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnaall  ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn  iiss  aa  ssppeecciiaall  

kkiinndd  ooff  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ccaalllliinngg  wwhheerree  tthhee  hheeaarrtt,,  ssoouull  aanndd  ppssyycchhee  aarree  wweellll  

rreewwaarrddeedd..

WWiitthh  ttrreemmeennddoouuss  ggrraattiittuuddee,,

VVaanneessssaa  aanndd  BBrriiaann  RRooggaann

Thank you from our families!

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  aallll  ooff  tthhee  ssppeecciiaall  ffoollkkss  aatt  WWiilllliiaamm  RRooaadd  HHoouussee  

ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk..  YYoouu  ddoo  mmaakkee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee  

eennrriicchhiinngg  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  oouurr  ddaauugghhtteerr  eevveerryy  ddaayy!!

LLoouuAAnnnnee &&  BBoobb  HHaalleeyy  

Thank you from our families!

TThhiiss  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  iiss  ddiirreecctteedd  ttoo  tthhee  eemmppllooyyeeeess  aatt  SScchhnneepp''ss HHoouussee  iinn  MMaassssaappeeqquuaa..  TThhee  

LLaaddiieess  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  mmyy  ddaauugghhtteerr  JJeeaann  aarree  ttrruuee  AAnnggeellss  ooff  MMeerrccyy..

EEvveerryy  aassppeecctt  ooff  JJeeaann''ss    lliiffee  hhaappppeennss  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ssttaaffff''''ss hheellpp..    WWhheenn  sshhee  wwaakkeess  uupp  iinn  

tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg  tthheeyy  cchhaannggee  aanndd  wwaasshh  hheerr,,  ddrreessss  hheerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ddaayy,,  ggiivvee  hheerr  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  aanndd  

mmaakkee  ssuurree  sshhee  eeaattss..    SShhee  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  hhaanndd  ffeedd  eevveerryy  mmeeaall..  JJeeaann  eeaattss  vveerryy  sslloowwllyy  aanndd  tthhee  

ssttaaffff  sshhooww  eennoorrmmoouuss  ppaattiieennccee  wwiitthh  hheerr..  IItt  ccaann  ttaakkee  uupp  ttoo  aann  hhoouurr  ttoo  ffeeeedd  hheerr..

LLyyddiiaa  aanndd  hheerr  ssttaaffff  aallwwaayyss  ppuutt  tthhee  tthheeiirr  cclliieennttss  nneeeeddss  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  oowwnn..  SScchhnneeppss  HHoouussee  

ssttaaffff  aarree  sstteellllaarr..  AAnndd  II  mmiigghhtt  aadddd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ttoo  mmyy  hhuussbbaanndd  

MMiicchhaaeell  aanndd  mmee  aanndd  oouurr  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoooo..  HHeellppiinngg  uuss  aacccceepptt  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwee  ccaann  nnoott  

ccoonnttrrooll..  TThheeyy  aarree  JJeeaannnniiee''ss  ffaammiillyy  nnooww  aanndd  bbyy  eexxtteennssiioonn  oouurrss..  WWee  lloovvee  tthheemm  aallll  aanndd  

ttrruullyy  aapppprreecciiaattee  aallll  tthheeyy  ddoo..

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  ggiivviinngg  mmee  tthhiiss  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ssaayy  aa  hhuuggee

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU..  ❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤

TThhee  RReecchhnneerr FFaammiillyy

Thank you from our families!
HHii  tthheerree,,  
JJuusstt  aa  nnoottee  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo  ccaarree  ffoorr  oouurr  bbrrootthheerr,,  CChhrriissttiiaann..  YYoouu  ggoo  aabboovvee  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd,,  rreegguullaarrllyy,,  ttoo  eennssuurree  hhee  iiss  hhaappppyy,,  hheeaalltthhyy,,  aanndd  hhaass  aa  ffuullll  aanndd  eennrriicchhiinngg  lliiffee..

WWee  aarree  ssoo  ggrraatteeffuull  ffoorr  yyoouurr  eexxppeerrttiissee,,  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ggeenneerroossiittyy!!

AAllwwaayyss,,
KKrriissttaa  aanndd  CCaarroollaa
SSiisstteerrss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  BBuucccceellllaattoo

To read all letters from our families please scan the QR code.

Thank you from our families!
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ssoo  mmuucchh  ttoo  tthhee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  DDSSPP’’ss  aanndd  ssttaaffff  iinn  tthhee  NNeeww  

DDiirreeccttiioonnss  DDaayy  HHaabb..    TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  hheellppiinngg  MMaatttt’’ss  ddaayyss  bbee  ssaaffee  aanndd  

ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  aarree  mmeeaanniinnggffuull..  WWee  aallssoo  rreeaallllyy  aapppprreecciiaattee  

tthhee  ttiimmee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  rreeaallllyy  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  MMaatttt  aanndd  hhooww  yyoouu  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  hhiimm  ssoo  bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy  dduurriinngg  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  

cciirrccuummssttaanncceess..    TThhee  tteeaammss  qquuiicckk  aaccttiioonn  aanndd  hhaass  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ssaavveedd  hhiiss  

lliiffee  ..    TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  aallwwaayyss  hhaavviinngg  eeyyeess  oonn  hhiimm  aanndd    ffoorr  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssoo  

hhaarrdd  ttoo  hheellpp  hhiimm  ..  WWee  aarree  ssoo  tthhaannkkffuull  ffoorr  aallll  ooff  yyoouu..  
SSttaaccyy  &&    JJoonn  ZZaauuddeerreerr

Thank you to all the DSPs!
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Life’s WORC News
DSP Appreciation Month

Direct Support Professionals Appreciation Week officially took place September11-17 of this 
year but at Life’s WORC we have so many amazing DSPs that we celebrated them for 
an entire month. To read more about our dedicated staff members, visit our website: 

https://lifesworc.org/dspmonth/

People of Life’s WORC
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People of Life’s WORC

Francia Atkinson
Facilities/Fleet Coordinator

Gabriella Boneventre
Director of Nursing

Paulette Elbers 
Sr. Vice President Trusts & Finance

Kim Fakira 
Recruitment Manager

Alfred Funny
Assistant Director Crisis Management 

Nicole George  
Director of Training

Rudy Guerra
Director of Facilities

 
Lonnell Harrington
Assistant Director FCA

Soledad Jean-Baptiste
Staff Trainer

Vena Kusumohardjo-Wilianto
QA Specialist

Patrick Lancaster
Director of Nursing

Denise Matos
VP Quality Assurance & Compliance

Melina Mezzanotte
Vice President of Nursing

Emilee Samtani
Sr. Vice President Human Resources

Catherine Schay
Employment Specialist

Amanda Schmidt
Training Coordinator

Danielle Wellington
Director of Admissions

Doris Yeboah
Assistant Director QA/Compliance

Christina Abbinanti
Vice President of Community 

& Day Services

Tyasia Baldwin
Assistant Supervisor Day Services

Mayer Calbitaza   
Assistant Supervisor Day Services

Kristian Coderre   
Day Habilitation Supervisor

Pamela Curtiss
Vice President of Vocational &

Non-Residential Programs

 Nyshema Johnson
Assistant Supervisor Day Services

Brandin Kemp
Assistant Supervisor Day Services

Irene Salentino
Day Habilitation 

Program Coordinator

Congratulations on well-deserved promotions!
ADMINISTRATION COMMUNITY SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lauren Accovelli
Deputy Chief of Residential Services

Eseoghene Akpovwovwo 
Assistant Residence Manager

Modupeola Bankole 
Assistant Residence Manager 

Emmanuela Beauvais 
Assistant Residence Manager 

 Dominique Best
Medical Counselor

Lashee Cameron 
Assistant Residence Manager 

 

Jamar Daniels 
Intesive Behavioral Support Professional

Adrea Divita 
Sr. Vice President of Residential Services

 
Lorna Gordon 

Residence Manager

Amanda Greaves 
Director Residential Services

Jahnia Hill
Assistant Residence Manager

Karahn Jenkins
Medial Counselor

Julius Lancaster
Assistant Residence Manager

Jeffrey Liautaud
Medical Counselor

Dakota Miller
Medical Counselor

Shannel Nottingham
Medical Counselor

Keyla Pacheco Merlo
Medical Counselor

Taylor Rose
Medical Counselor

Imani Russell
Medical Counselor

India Soto
Medical Counselor

Paula Thompson
Medical Counselor

Randa Thompson
Director of Resdidential Services

Raschelle Wright
Residence Manager
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Life’s WORC Upcoming Events

NY ISLANDERS
HOCKEY NIGHT - DEC. 10

Come watch the Islanders vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes with Life’s WORC at 7:30 PM. 
Scan the QR code formore information or to 
purchase tickets.
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Life’s WORC Upcoming Events

CRADLE OF AVIATION, GARDEN CITY, NY
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35th Annual - Geraldo Rivera Golf Classic
MAY 15, 2023

HONORING

Rosana Filingeri
Vice President | Cybersafe Solutions

For Sponsorship 
and Registration 

opportunities 
please scan:

THURSDAY - MARCH 2, 2023

Old Westbury Golf & Country Club
For Sponsorship 
and Registration 

opportunities 
please scan:

SAVE 
THE DATE



Life’s WORC News

If you have visited our Main Office lately you may have noticed a fresh new look in the hallways and 
training rooms. 

In an effort to better highlight our mission, history and values, new artwork and photography is now 
on display, feautring the people we support and each of our values prominently. We have also added 
portraits of Life’s WORC Founder Victoria-Schneps Yunis; the late Peter Smergut, former CEO; and the 
late Rick Del Mastro, former Board Chair. 

It is our hope that with these new additions, visitors and new employees who come into the building will 
get a true feel for the agency culture and the important work that we do each day.

Main Office Gets A New Look

www.LifesWORC.org

in memory of

Rick Del Mastro
The Chairman

Life’s WORC Board Member from 1990 - 2019

Victoria Schneps-Yunis
Life’s WORC Founder - 1971

Honorary Life’s WORC Board Member



Life’s WORC Trust Services

To learn more, contact us today: 516-34-TRUST (348-7878)
trustservices@lifesworc.org | www.lifesworctrust.org

Diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome/Autism at 8 years old, Scott 
Tongue’s mother was told that school would be a challenge, and obtaining 
a high school diploma would be difficult. 

“Not only did Scott graduate from high school, but he received a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Becker College in Massachusetts with high 
honors,” his mom Annamarie explains. “Then in May of 2016, Scott 
completed a Master’s Degree with high honors from Long Island University 
at C.W. Post.” 

Most recently Scott, now 29, landed his dream job as a lead Virtual Reality 
(VR) engineer with a company in New York City. This is an incredible 
career move for him, but it comes with some complications for an adult 
with disabilities. “Scott needs to retain his Medicaid services,” his mother 
explains. “He needs assistance maintaining his apartment, and while commuting from there to the city is easy 
on the Long Island Railroad, he doesn’t have a driver’s license, which makes it difficult to visit us in his childhood 
home in eastern Suffolk County.”  

The services Scott receives through Medicaid provide him with assistance for these things, which is why Life’s 
WORC Trust Services has been such an important ally in this process. By setting up a pooled trust for Scott to 
put his earnings from his job into, it preserves his eligibility for Medicaid.  

“By keeping his Medicaid services, Scott can easily come out on weekends to visit and ride his beloved horse 
DunDee in Mattituck,” Annamarie explains. “There is a special bond between Scott and his horse. DunDee was 
the horse Scott rode while attending college in Massachusetts and now is home on Long Island.” 

“Without the pooled trust from Life’s WORC Trust Services, Scott would not be able to keep the Medicaid 
services that assist him in maintaining his apartment, having access to transportation and assistance with daily 
living skills,” she continues. “Keeping these services has made it possible for Scott to have a more independent, 
successful life.” 

We are so proud of Scott and thrilled to be a part of his inspirational story. We look forward to seeing where his 
career path takes him next!

www.LifesWORC.org

Meet Scott
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Support Life’s WORC

Roseann Greco, Director of Recruitment and HR 
Administration: Roseann is a 13- year veteran of 
Life’s WORC and has seen the changes in recruitment 
methods & challenges over the years.   

Kim Fakira, Recruitment Manager: 
Kim has a great deal of experience in our field and has 
been a successful Recruiter for many years. 

Sarah Silverman, Recruiter: Sarah has been with 
the Agency since July of this year and came to us with 
recruitment experience and a determination to help fill 
our open positions. 

Giordina Samedy, Recruiter: Giordina has worked for 
Life’s WORC within our Residential Program and has 
a real understanding of what qualities make the best 
employees for our residential and day services programs. 

Recruitment On the Move

If you know of anyone seeking a career with Life’s WORC, advise them to visit our 
website’s career page at lifesworc.org/careers 

The Recruitment Team is dedicated to filling the open positions within 
our programs so we can continue our tradition of quality care and a 
person-centered approach. The Recruitment Team is busy scheduling 
and conducting interviews with applicants who conveniently apply via 
our website, Indeed, LinkedIn, AARP, ZipRecruiter, social media and 
print ads, among others. 

The most successful source for new employees is our current staff 
who share with their friends and family what a great organization Life’s 
WORC is to work for, along with promoting our sign-on and referral 
bonuses. Having referrals from our parents and families also makes a 
real impact for our recruitment efforts.

The Team is also always on the move, going to job fairs and hosting 
open houses in NYC, Queens and Long Island. We attend College 
Career Fairs, Department of Labor events, local Library job fairs, host 
special open houses at hotels and other local venues, LGBT Job 
Fairs, and other community events. 

The Agency offers competitive pay rates and an excellent benefits 
package along with a comprehensive paid training program that helps provide opportunities for our employees.

The Recruitment Team at Life’s WORC is as busy as ever this season!  
The Team is made up of the following dedicated recruitment professionals: 

Samantha Campbell, Administrative Assistant: 
Sam has been with the Agency for over a year and 
provides administrative support to the Recruitment 
Team.  She has become an expert in reviewing the 
dozens of applications we receive each week to 
move along the interview process for each potential 
new employee. 
  
Ashley Viernes, On-Boarding Coordinator: 
Ashley is an experienced on-boarder and is the first 
person a new hire engages with.  She makes sure 
each new staff member can rely on her during their 
first few weeks with the Agency as they go through 
their background checks and are signed up for their 
training classes.  Ashley has been with the Agency 
for two years. 
 



Visit the Support Us page at ww.LifesWORC.org to learn more. 

www.LifesWORC.org

For complete information 
please scan QR code

Honor 
Someone Special!

Become a part of Life’s WORC Wall of Fame

*Message & Data rates may apply. “STOP” to opt-out. For terms and conditions, visit: www.lifesworc.org

Support Life’s WORC

Please Donate to Life’s WORC during 
the Holiday Season. Your donations 
continue to make a difference in the 
lives of people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities and autism.

We Make it Easy 
to Donate

‘Tis The Season of Giving

To donate, text 

“LWDonate”

to 345345

Or scan this code and tap SEND

LWDonate

345345

*Message & Data rates may apply. “STOP” to opt-out. For terms and conditions, visit:  www.lifesworc.org

To donate, text*

“LWDonate”
to 345345

There are many ways to support Life’s 
WORC, including the use of social 
media, third-party events, Amazon 

Smile, and much more!

We thank you for your support and 
generosity this holiday season and 

throughout the year.

Tuesday, November 29, 2022
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Members at Large:  
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Mark Salah Morgan, Esq. 
Edmond O’Donnell 

Members:  
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Michael Billia 
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